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MEDIA RELEASE

May 6 2008

Budget must address needs of ageing community

The aged care industry has called on the Government to match verbal support for community care with the resources needed to provide a quality service in this year’s federal budget.

“It’s all very well to talk about older people’s preferences and the fact that many prefer to remain at home. Failing to properly resource community care is a recipe for neglect,” said Alan Graham, CEO of Aged and Community Services SA&NT.

“Community care not only enables older people to retain their independence, but also helps to prevent the need for more expensive care options such as hospital or residential aged care services. 
“Without adequate funding, community care services are being rationed and spread so thinly that older Australians who need higher levels of care to remain at home are not receiving it,” Mr Graham said.

SA currently has the oldest population of all States and Territories in Australia, with 11.1 percent of the SA population 70 years or over (compared to 9.3 percent of the population nationally); and 7.7 percent of the SA population 80 years or over (compared to 6.2 percent nationally).

“It is critical to consider the impact of a rapidly ageing population on service funding and planning for SA,” Mr Graham said.
“The national Aged Care Industry Council is calling for an immediate injection of funds into community-based aged care funding packages, to a total of $83.5million in the first year.”
“We also need a boost to the Commonwealth-State Home and Community Care program of at least 20 percent in order to meet current demand. 
“Applied nationally this would add $104million to this year’s Federal Budget for aged care,” he said.
For further information contact Alan Graham: mob. 0408 231 047.

