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COMMUNIQUÉ RE TRANSITION CARE PROVIDER PANEL
TRANSITION CARE PROGRAM

This communiqué intends to provide update information regarding recent developments relevant to the provision of the Transition Care program in South Australia.

Transition Care is a joint State/Commonwealth initiative, with the South Australian Government committing $24 million dollars to ensure the effective roll out of the 176 places allocated annually to South Australia.  

The places enable the older people to access short term support that will help improve their health and independence at the end of their hospital episode.  

Each Transition Care place equates to a package of time-limited services that include low intensity therapy, nursing support and/or personal care. The program provides South Australia with the capacity to support approximately 1800 older people per year in making the transition from hospital to independent living.  
CHANGES TO THE DELIVERY OF THE PROGRAM

The SA Department of Health remains the Approved Provider for the program with ongoing responsibility for the management and oversight of the program.

However, it is important to notify of changes to the delivery of Transition Care services. As from 1 July 2008, the ongoing Service Providers for the Transition Care program are following SA Health regions:

· The Central Northern Adelaide Health Service Transition Care program

· The Southern Adelaide Health Service Transition Care Program (who  assumed management of the City Views program as from 1 July 2008)
· Country Health SA Transition Care program

The SA Health Regions are now the sole registered Transition Care Service Providers (as defined in the National Transition Care Program Guidelines) in South Australia.  The involvement of the Aged Care and Housing Group (ACH) as a Service Provider ceased on the 31 June 2008; however, ACH continue their involvement in the program as an agency member of the Transition Care Provider Panel.

TRANSITION CARE PROVIDER PANEL 

The Transition Care Provider Panel, consisting of a broad range of pre qualified non government service providers, commenced in July 2007 with the aim of providing a mechanism for Service Providers to conveniently access important support services, and to enhance the integration of acute, sub acute and non acute service delivery.

A call for tender was initiated in March 2007 seeking nominations for the Provider Panel. This process resulted in the registration of 18 agencies.  Subsequent to this various agencies have been identified as being able to provide services that address gaps across the current service profile.  Agencies registered on the Panel to provide ‘gap’ services cannot compete for Transition Care services with pre-existing agencies.

SA Health will review ongoing opportunities to strengthen the Provider Panel through additional membership throughout metropolitan and rural areas.  This is particularly important in view of an additional 171 places allocated to South Australia from 2008-2012.  

We are hopeful these revised arrangements cause no inconvenience or disruption to the programs you may currently be providing for Transition Care clients. 
For further information, about this please do not hesitate to contact Mick Urukalo, A/Manager, Reform Implementation, Department of Health on 82266285. 

