Valé Ross Leslie Walker MBE, OAM
A gentle, caring and compassionate man

After a lengthy battle with cancer and its associated illnesses, Ross Walker died on Friday 7th November 2008.   Many people, particularly those of us involved in aged care, will share sadness at his death but gladness that he no longer suffers and is now with his Lord.   He leaves behind his wife, Audrey, his children Karen, Narelle and Graham, grandchildren, (Amanda, Kristy, Jeremy and Jamie)  great-grandchild, Luca.   He loved each one of them dearly and they were all a significant part of his life.

Ross’s first involvement with Aged Care was in 1956 and has remained constant throughout the rest of his life.   However, it is his involvement with the Australian Affiliation of Voluntary Care Associations (now Aged and Community Services Australia) that he was more widely known.   In the early 1980’s Donald Coburn CEO of Anglican Retirement Villages suggested that through the Anglican Diocesan office a solicitor be approached to establish a constitution for AAVCA and Ross Walker was the person who followed this through.
After operating the association from 1974 until 1986 through a series of volunteer officers, it was possible to employ an Executive Secretary and Ross Walker became the incumbent from 1986 to 1991.   The five years were significant as he with the Chairman brought all states to common ground and enabled truly national negotiations to occur, no mean feat with each state seeking to be predominant.
The National Aged Care Conferences were commenced during his term and they continue to provide significant leadership in aged care trends here and overseas.   Each year the number of attendees increased and organisations clamoured to be speakers showcasing their latest developments or programmes.

Negotiations with Government Ministers and Departmental senior staff grew as trust between each party was established much of which Ross had developed over prior years.   AAVCA meetings involved four days for which minutes were recorded in detail one day of which was shared with the two Departments (Social Security and Health).

Reminiscing about the various interests and activities that Ross participated in would leave a younger person breathless but Ross managed to juggle AAVCA with more direct board membership of aged care organisations, the Richmond Fellowship, the ACT Council on the Ageing, the ACT Board of Health and the Consultative Council for Social Welfare.   In each area he showed the same levels of care and compassion to all those involved.

Ross was instrumental in providing technology to the many organisations that he was a part of, not least AAVCA through donations from a trust of which he was a Trustee.   This was an extension of his personal love of technological gadgets and his desire to have the latest technology to assist in what he needed to achieve (and to ‘play with’).

Ross’s dedication and commitment to so many people and organisations will be sorely missed and the frequent photographs taken along his life’s journeys helped maintain a little knowledge of where he was at any point of his life.   Even at his advanced age he will be missed, for in retirement he never really retired but continued his caring and sharing mission.
